
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH  
OUTDOOR WORSHIP 

7/12/2020 

*GREETING 

 P: We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C:  Amen. 

*THE PEACE IS SHARED 

 P: May the peace of the Lord be with you all.  
 C: And also with you.    
      (There will be no physical sign of the peace, but from within our circles we extend God’s grace.) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets  
   are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that  
   we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ  
   our Lord.  
 C: Amen. 

 P: If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  But if we  
   confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from  
   all unrighteousness.        (We silently reflect and confess our sins to God.)  

 P: Most Merciful God,  
 C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned  
   against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have  
   left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our  
   neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
   Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your  
   ways, to the glory of your holy Name.  Amen. 

 P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for us and for his sake, forgives us all  
   our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ and by his  
   authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins and call you  
   to new life as faithful disciples of Christ, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and  
   of the Holy Spirit.    
 C:  Amen. 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
   be with you all.  
 C: And also with you.  

    and indirectly from Covid-19; essential workers, caretakers and health professionals who 
    remain on the front lines of this struggle; researchers and physicians seeking a cure; those 
    determining and administering policy, those feeling depressed, isolated or alarmed; those 
    morning loss, those separated from ones they love, those struggling with other difficulties 
    in life without the normal support of family and friends; those on our prayer list, our shut 
    ins and all those we now mention aloud and in our hearts….  Lord in your mercy,           
C:  hear our prayer. 

A: Holy Lord, We thank you for the witness of those who have carried your Word to us and  
  through your Spirit has strengthened us in faith.  Keep us growing in your will and  
  empower us as sowers of your Word of Life until we join with you and all the saints  
  in the eternal righteousness and glory of your Son’s Kingdom. Lord, in your mercy          
C: hear our prayer. 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy,  
  through your Son, Jesus our Lord.    
C: Amen. 

 P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.                
 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be   
   done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our   
   trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,   
   but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever   
   and ever. Amen. 

 BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious   
   to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: Amen 

*DISMISSAL 

 A: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 C: Thanks be to God.  

IF YOU ARE VISITING US THIS SUNDAY, WE HOPE THAT YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED IN OUR LORD THROUGH 
OUR WORSHIP AND WITNESS. IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT OUR FAMILY OF FAITH OR ARE INTERESTED 

IN JOINING US, PLEASE CONTACT PASTOR AT 466-6061 OR AT pastor.book@zlcboalsburg.org 

NEXT WEEK’S TEXTS:  ISAIAH 44:6-8;   ROMANS 8:12-25;   MATTHEW 13:24-30, 36-43 

PLEASE RESPECT ALL SOCIAL DISTANCING PROTOCOLS AND BE SURE TO WEAR YOUR MASKS TO AND FROM 
YOUR CIRCLE. MASKS ARE AVAILABLE FROM USHERS IF YOU FORGOT YOURS.  

THE NEW DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS ARE AVAILABLE IN A BOX NEAR THE CENTER OFFERING BOX. 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 P: Let us pray... Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word.  By   
   your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith   
   and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.         
 C: Amen.   

FIRST LESSON ISAIAH 55:10-13 

PSALM 65:9-13 

SECOND LESSON ROMANS 8:1-11 

 P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 10th chapter.  
 C: Glory to you, O Lord.   

*THE GOSPEL MATTHEW 13:1-9,18-23 

 P: The Gospel of the Lord.  
 C: Praise to you, O Christ    

SERMON 

PROFESSION OF FAITH  

 C: I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the   
    Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-  
    fied, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He   
    ascended into  heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come   
    again to judge the living and the dead.     
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the   
    forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

THE OFFERING IS RECOGNIZED  

 Monetary offerings may be given through automatic withdrawal, mail,                                                          
or by placing your envelope in one of the offering boxes before or after the service.                                        

This time is still being recognized in the liturgy as an important opportunity for you to consider                           
how you present yourself to God as an instrument to be used as a member of Christ’s Body.   

 THE PRAYERS   

A: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their 
 needs. 

A: Heavenly Lord, the violence, poverty, hatred, and cruelty that has afflicted the people of this 
     world throughout the ages shows no hope of ending unless by your hand. Bring mutual 
     love, peace, prosperity and security to all the peoples of this nation and world. Inspire and 
     comfort us in the sure hope of your Son’s peaceful reign.  Lord, in your mercy,          
C: hear our prayer. 

A: Almighty God, you have given your people, the Church the task of sowing in word and deed 
  the seed of your word. By your Spirit, embolden and make effective our witness so your 
  Word may fruitfully grow in the lives of those who hear. Lord, in your mercy,        
C: hear our prayer. 

A: Gracious Father, we long for your word to grow in our lives and in the lives of others. Tragi-
  cally we can give up and lose hope when the hearts of others seem hard or overcompen-
  sate and out of our own ego try to force your word into their hearts.  Help us to receive 
  and share the gift of your Word in love and trust, knowing that our work is simply to  
  spread the seed and trusting you will make it fruitful and grow according to your will.   
  Lord, in your mercy,     
C: hear our prayer. 

A: Holy Lord, Turn us from lives that center on our the ways of worldly flesh and inspire us to 
  set our hearts and minds to the way of your Holy Spirit.  Make your home in us, that we 
  may be sanctified vessels; obedient to your will and emanating your life, love, and peace. 
  Lord, in your mercy,      
C: hear our prayer. 

A:  For all those in need of your healing presence and support, especially: those suffering directly 

9 You visit the earth and water it,       
 you greatly enrich it;         
 the river of God is full of water;        
  you provide the people with grain,       
  for so you have prepared it. 
 
10 You water its furrows abundantly,        
  settling its ridges,         
  softening it with showers,        
  and blessing its growth. 
 
11 You crown the year with your bounty;       
  your wagon tracks overflow with richness. 
 
12 The pastures of the wilderness overflow,       
  the hills gird themselves with joy, 
 
13 the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,       
  the valleys deck themselves with grain,       
  they shout and sing together for joy. 



Isaiah 55:10-13 
 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have wa-
tered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so 
shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accom-
plish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. For you shall go out in joy, and 
be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of 
the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier 
shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall 
not be cut off. 
 
Romans 8:1-11 
 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, 
weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal 
with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, 
who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the 
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their 
minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 
submit to God's law--indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are 
not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have 
the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of 
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 
Spirit that dwells in you. 
 
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 
 And he told them many things in parables, saying: "Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he 
sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky 
ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of 
soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Oth-
er seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil 
and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!" 
  "Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown 
on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immedi-
ately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trou-
ble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was 
sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of 
wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing.  But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one 
who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, 
in another sixty, and in another thirty." 

Brothers and Sisters at Zion, 
 
 While unable to gather due to concerns around Covid-19, we have continued to provide opportunities for congre-
gational members to worship and grow in faith: a worship service has been recorded and posted every Sunday,  a 
short devotional accompanied by some pastoral announcements has been published each week, and an extended 
study of the text and theme of each week’s worship has also been recorded and made available.  Access to each of 
these resources have been provided on our website <zlcboalsburg.org>, Face Book page <facebook.com/
zlcboalsburg>, and via email. Please email me at <pastor. book@zlcboalsburg.org> if you are not on our email list).  
Additionally a Bible study utilizing ZOOM has been meeting for a month on each Thursday evening at 7pm. Past 
resources are still available on the blog of our website and on the Face Book page.  Regardless of this service or any 
other new initiatives, we plan to continue to produce and share these same opportunities in the weeks and months 
ahead.    
 
Here are the guidelines agreed upon for these worship services.    
 
1. New signage and “Automobile Ushers” will be present to direct you in a slightly different pattern into the park-

ing lot. We hope to enter the parking lots by the alley along the office and the alley at the rental property.  The 
traditional entrance/exit will be utilized only for exiting the lot.  This will improve logistical flow and will poten-
tially enable a row or two of cars to be properly aligned for in-car attendance. 

2. Attendees will be able to either remain in their cars (in a row in our parking lot as directed by the Auto Ushers) 
or in places marked in the grass lot above the parking area.  

3. The service will be held in the grass lot above the parking lot.  The grass will be marked with 6 foot diameter 
circles which will designate a household’s location.  (Think of it as your family pew.)  Twelve feet will be main-
tained between each circle.   

4. Individuals/households will need to wear masks at any time they are not in their circle. Only while in their circle 
can they take of their mask.  In other words, masks need to be worn to and from cars and any other time some-
one leaves their circle.   

5. Attendees are encouraged to bring whatever will provide a comfortable experience for them including their own 
chairs, blanket, shade, water, ect.   

6. Attendees are encouraged to bring their own masks along with any other preventative utilities.  We will have 
some masks for those who may forget or are without.  You may ask for a mask from one of the “Auto Ushers.”  

7. Currently, we will not be using hymnals, singing, sharing Communion, or passing the peace.   
8. Several collection boxes will be made available for offerings.  
9. A couple copies of a simple worship folder will be placed in each circle so that the service can be followed. 
10. Social distancing should be maintained before and after the service.  (During the service we will be in our cir-

cles!) 
11. If weather demands that we cancel the service, we will attempt to gather at 7pm on that same Sunday evening.   
 
    Please remember, the ability for our brothers and sisters to make an informed and accurate decision is contingent 
upon everyone’s willingness to observe the expectations and guidelines concerning wearing masks and maintaining 
social distancing that are outlined above.  While certain individuals may not feel the personal need to maintain these 
precautions, the ability of others to attend under conditions that feel safe to them makes it necessary for all to con-
form.  Again, we need to maintain a safe place for our most vulnerable. Everyone who participates should be able to 
trust that the conditions we state will be present are being kept.  I am sure that our Christian desire to empower 
others to gather with us for worship, our humble willingness to sacrificially serve, and our earnest desire to love and 
protect the most vulnerable among us will enable us to create a safe place where adherence to these rules is not a 
burden we need bear, but rather a blessing we can offer.  If you have particular concerns please call or email me at 
<pastor.book@zlcboalsburg.org>.   
 
      Grateful for your willingness to serve one another, 
 
      Pastor Book 


