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JULY 5TH, 2020 

 

 A COLONIAL LITURGY IN ENGLISH 
 

An order for the worship of Almighty God among English-speaking people in the American colonies translated 
from the liturgy prepared in 1748 by Henry Melchoir Muhlenberg, Peter Brunnholtz, and John F. Handschuh and 
faithfully adhering to the three surviving copies of the same handwritten by Jacob VanBuskerk in 1763, by Peter 

Muhlenberg in 1769, and by Jacob Goering in 1774. 

  THE MANNER IN WHICH PUBLIC WORSHIP SHALL BE CONDUCTED  

IN ALL OUR CONGREGATIONS 

When the pastor enters, the congregation shall rise and the service shall begin with the singing of the hymn.                
The hymn ended, the pastor shall go to the altar, turn his face to the congregation and say:                                                           

(The Confession of Sins; the congregation shall kneel or sit.) 

P: Beloved in the LORD! Thus saith the high and holy One who inhabiteth eternity, whose Name is ho-

ly: “I dwell in the high and holy place with him who is contrite in heart, to revive the spirit of the humble 

and the heart of the contrite. I will not always chide, neither will I keep my anger forever. Only 
acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the LORD, thy God.”  

 If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive our sins and to cleanse us from all unright-
eousness. Let us, therefore, confess our sins, saying:  

     (The congregation shall repeat each phrase after the pastor.) 

C: I, a poor sinner/ confess unto God, my heavenly Father/ that I have grievously sinned against Him 

in many ways/ not only by outward and gross sins/ but even more by inward blindness of heart/ unbe-
lief, doubt, despair/ impatience, pride, selfishness/ lust of the flesh, avarice/ envy, hatred and malice/ 

and by other sinful passions/ which are naked and open in Thy sight, O Lord/ but which I, alas, cannot 
fully understand./ I do earnestly repent/ and am heartily sorry for these my sins/ and with my whole 

heart/ implore Thy divine grace/ through Thy dear Son, Jesus Christ/ being resolved with the help of 

the Holy Spirit/ to amend my sinful life. Amen. 

     Then shall be said, responsively: 

P: Lord God, the Father in heaven. 

C: Have mercy upon us. 

P: Lord God the Son, Redeemer of the world: 
C: Have mercy upon us. 

P: Lord God the Holy Ghost: 
C: Have mercy upon us, and grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

After the confession the congregation shall rise and the hymn shall be sung.                                                                                      
During the singing of the last verse the pastor goes to the altar, turns his face to the congregation and says: 

P: Lord be with you    
C: And with thy spirit. 

Then shall the pastor pray the Collect for the day or festival as appointed in the Marburg Hymnal. 



P: Let us pray... Almighty God, we make our earnest prayer that Thou wilt keep the United States in 
Thy holy protection; that Thou wilt incline the hearts of the citizens to cultivate a spirit of subordination 

and obedience to government, and entertain a brotherly affection and love for one another and for their 
fellow citizens of the United States at large.  And finally that Thou wilt most graciously be pleased to dis-

pose us all to do justice, to love mercy, and demean ourselves with that charity, humility and pacific tem-

per of mind which were the characteristic of the Divine Author of our blessed religion, without a humble 
imitation of Whose example in these things we can never hope to be a happy nation.  Grant our supplica-

tion, we beseech Thee, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.                           
     (Washington’s prayer for the United States of America) 

The Collect ended, the congregation may be seated.                                                                                                                                           
The pastor shall read the Epistle appointed for the day, introducing the lesson as follows: 

P: Let us devoutly listen to the reading of Epistle for the 5th Sunday after Pentecost written in the7th 

chapter of Romans beginning at the 15th verse.  

The Epistle being ended, a hymn may be sung.                                                                                                                             
Pastor shall read the Gospel appointed for the day introducing the text as follows: 

P:     Let us devoutly listen to the reading of the Holy Gospel written in the 11th chapter of St. Matthew    
beginning at the 16th verse.  

 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 
hate.  Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good.  But in fact it is no longer I 

that do it, but sin that dwells within me.  For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that 
is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it.  For I do not do the good I want, but 

the evil I do not want is what I do.  Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, 

but sin that dwells within me.   
 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand.  For I 

delight in the law of God in my inmost self,  but I see in my members another law at war with 
the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my mem-

bers.  Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?  Thanks be to 

God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 Jesus said to the crowd, "To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting 
in the marketplaces and calling to one another, `We played the flute for you, and you did 

not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.'  
 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, `He has a demon'; the Son of 

Man came eating and drinking, and they say, `Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 

collectors and sinners!' Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds."  
 At that time Jesus said, "I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 

hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, 
Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Fa-

ther; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one  knows the Father except the 

Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 



Then the congregation shall rise and the Creed or the hymn “We all Believe in One True God” shall be sung. 

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord.  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary;  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third 

day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Fa-
ther Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.   

The congregation remains standing.                                                                                                                                                                                
Before the Sermon the hymn is sung.                                                                                                                                                                            

The pastor goes to the pulpit during the singing of the hymn. The congregation remains standing for the Gospel  
(Second reading, from the pulpit Bible). The reading ended, the congregation may be seated. 

The Sermon 

Ordinarily, the sermon shall be limited to three-quarters of an hour or at most one hour. If the pastor is moved to 
have an exordium or a series of supplications before he begins the Lord’s Prayer, he is free to do so.                                           

The Sermon being ended, nothing else shall be read but the appointed church prayer here following, or the Litany 
instead of it, by way of change. And this shall never, except in extreme cases, be omitted.                                                                 

The congregation shall kneel or sit for the Prayer of the Church. 

P: Almighty eternal God, our merciful Father in Jesus Christ: We give Thee most hearty thanks that in 

this life thou hast hitherto preserved us through the Gospel of Thy Son, and by enabling us to hear Thy 
holy word in peace and quiet to the end, dost call and prepare us for the life to come. 

 We humbly beseech Thee, continue to look upon us in Thy grace. Forgive us our sins and trespasses, 
and renew us in the spirit of our mind, that in holiness and righteousness we may please Thee all the days 

of our life. Preserve to us the preaching of Thy word, and the right administration of Thy holy sacraments, 
and give us and our descendants true shepherds and teachers. By the power of godliness drive from us all 

temptations and enticements so that with one accord, in this land as well as in all Christendom, Thy 

Name may be hallowed, Thy kingdom increased, and the power of Satan destroyed. Graciously aid Thy 
churches everywhere, especially those suffering persecution, and provide them with defenders from 

among all rulers and their subjects. 

 O most loving God and Lord, direct our Governor and all in authority with the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, and bless them with Thy divine benediction. Bless us and all sovereign countries, the 
Christian upbringing of children, and all honorable occupations and vocations on the land and sea. Re-

member in thy mercy our spiritual fathers, friends and benefactors (in England and Germany). Take un-
der Thy mighty and merciful protection all who are with child and all nursing mothers.  

 Help everyone in time of need, and take pity on all who in any place cry to Thee. Keep us in Thy 
love, and grant that everywhere all things may work together for good. In Thy mercy turn away from us 

all well deserved catastrophes: war and pestilence, hunger and famine, calamity by fire and water, and 

such other afflictions of man or beast, and whatever that the fruits of earth may prosper, and be Thou the 
Savior of all men, especially of them that believe. 

 O Thou holy God, preserve us from sin and shame, and stand by us with Thy good Spirit, that we for-

feit not Thy blessing by our transgressions and thus bring upon ourselves Thy righteous judgment. O Lord, 

we acknowledge that when in Thy longsuffering Thou dost spare us, it is not our righteousness but Thy 



mercy alone which moves Thee, for we are altogether unprofitable servants and handmaids in Thy sight. 
By the same mercy continue Thy grace towards us and direct our hearts to love for our neighbor and 

compassion for all the distressed, and make us not to forget to do good to all, even our enemies. 

 Preserve us from sudden and evil death, and through Thy Spirit and grace prepare us more and more 

for a blessed end. Especially in the hour of death, drive Satan and all his wiles from us and increase in us 
faith in Thy Son Jesus, that we may overcome the fear of death. 

 When our ears no longer can hear, then let Thy Holy Spirit bear witness to our spirit that we shall be 
received by Thee with Jesus in paradise as Thy children and joint heirs with Christ. When our eyes no 

longer can see, then open the eyes of our faith to see Thy heavens opening before us and the Lord Jesus 
seated at his Father’s right hand, that we also may be where he is. When our tongue no longer can speak, 

then especially let Thy Spirit intercede for us before Thy face with sighs, and teach us to cry in our heart, 

Abba, Father. So grant, O faithful God, that we may live in Thy fear, die in Thy grace, depart in Thy 
peace, rest in the grave under Thy protection, be raised by Thy power, and thereafter inherit the blessed 

hope, even eternal life, all for the sake of Thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with Thee and the Holy 
Spirit, be blessing and honor and glory and praise, now and forever more.  Amen. Amen. 

After the general prayer intercessory petitions for the sick may be made, in case request has been made to that 
effect. Then shall follow the Lord’s Prayer and then whatever proclamations, publication of the banns, and notices 

may be required.  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

    When all is done, the pastor closes with the Votum. The congregation will rise. 

P: The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds through Christ Je-

sus, unto eternal life. Amen. 

The congregation may be seated and a hymn shall be sung in churches where the offering is received                           
after the sermon, the hymn shall continue until the collecting is finished.                                                                                                                                    

The hymn being ended, the congregation shall rise and the pastor shall go to the altar,                                                                       
turn his face to the congregation and say: 

P: The Lord be with you.     
C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us pray: Support us O Lord, that we may live, and let us not be ashamed of our hope. Help us by 

Thy might that we may grow strong and delight evermore in Thy statutes; through Jesus Christ, Thy dear 

Son, our Lord. Amen. 

P: Receive the Blessing: The Lord bless thee and keep thee. The Lord make his face shine upon thee 
and be gracious unto thee, The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee and give thee peace. In the Name 

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

If there be no communion, a closing hymn may be sung. 

Postlude 

  

Thank you for joining us for this “Colonial” service as we pray for our country on this 4th of July weekend.  

Please to be sure to attend to wear your masks to and from your circle while maintaining social distancing.  
 


