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WELCOME  
 

*THE PEACE 
 

P : The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P : The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P : Let us pray… Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made  
   and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and   
   honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may obtain from you, 
   the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness; through your Son, Jesus  
   Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
   now and forever.  
C: Amen 
 

SCRIPTURE I CORINTHIANS 5:20-6:10 
     MATTHEW 6:1-21   
REFLECTION   
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY      BE THOU MY VISION  

Know that Christ is bearing the weight of those sins for you:  
they no longer define and determine you.   

You are free in Christ.  
Go and live renewed in the freedom his blood has bought for you.    

  

DISMISSAL  
 

P : Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
C: that we may show forth your glory in the world.  
P : By the cross and Passion of your Son, our Lord, 
C: bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 

P: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the  
   death of sinners, but rather that they may turn from their wickedness and 
   live. Therefore we implore him to grant us true repentance and his Holy  
   Spirit, that those things may please him which we do on this day, that the 
   rest of our life may be pure and holy, and that at the last we may come to 
   his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 
 

CLOSING  PRAYER 
 

P: Merciful Father, by your Holy Spirit, empower and direct us in our practice 
   of the spiritual disciplines of Lent as we wholly depend on your Son’s holy 
   and gracious presence to work in us that which is well pleasing in your  
   sight.  In Your mercy and for Your glory, form us into closer union with  
   the body of Christ, that we might ever witnesses to His redemption and  
   reign. 
C: Amen 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name,  thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily  
   bread: and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us;   
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
   kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

P : The Lord bless you and keep you.  
   The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
   The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

May the Lord bless you in your Lenten disciplines,  
that repentant and released from all in you that is brokenness and ash, 

you might come to know radical grace and new life through Christ  
in the power of the Holy Spirit and to the glory of God. 



PREFACE 
 

P: Brothers and sisters: God created us to experience joy in communion with   
   him, to love all humanity, and to live in harmony with all of his creation.   
   But sin separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, and so we do  
   not enjoy the life our Creator intended for us. Also, by our sin we grieve   
   our Father, who does not desire us to come under his judgment, but to   
   turn to him and live. 
  As disciples of the Lord Jesus we are called to struggle against everything   
   that leads us away from love of God and neighbor. Repentance, fasting,   
   prayer, works of love, and other spiritual disciplines help us to wage our   
   spiritual warfare. I invite you, therefore, to commit yourselves to this   
   struggle, asking our Father for strength to persevere in your Lenten disci-  
   pline. In humility and repentance, we begin this season of intentional   
   growth into the life of Christ.  
 
THE CONFESSION 
 

P: Most holy and merciful Father: 
C: We confess to you and to one another, and to the whole communion of   
   saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault   
   in thought, word, and deed; by what we have done, and by what we   
   have left undone. 
 

P : We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We  
   have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others,  
   as we have been forgiven. 
C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 

P: We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not  
   been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 

P: All our past unfaithfulness. The pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives, 
   we confess to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 

P: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people
we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 

P : Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in 
   daily life and work, we confess to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 

P: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith 
   that is in us, we confess to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 

P: Our blindness to human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice 
   and cruelty, we confess to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 

P : Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and 
   our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess  
   to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 

P : For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for  
   those who come after us, 
C: accept our repentance, Lord. 
 

P : Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 
C: Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. Amen. 
 

OUR ASHEN SINS READING OF PSALM 51 
 

While Psalm 51 is read, consider those specific sins that burden your heart and separate 
you from a right and holy relationship with God and your neighbor.   

You are invited to privately write these down on a piece of paper  
while lifting them in prayer to the Lord in repentance.   

Now take that list and destroy it.   
Crumple it up and burn it (if you have a safe way of doing so),  

or shred it, tearing it up beyond recognition.   


