
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH  
OUTDOOR WORSHIP 

ADVENT 1 - THE FORERUNNER'S BIRTH FORETOLD 
11/29/2020 

GREETING 

 P: We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C:  Amen. 

THE PEACE IS SHARED 

 P: May the peace of the Lord and of His coming be with you all. 
 C: And also with you.    
      (There will be no physical sign of the peace, but from within our circles we extend God’s grace.) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets  
   are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that  
   we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ  
   our Lord.  
 C: Amen. 

 P: If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  But if we  
   confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from  
   all unrighteousness.         
                            (We silently reflect and confess our sins to God.)  

 P: Most Merciful God,  
 C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned  
   against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have  
   left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our  
   neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
   Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your  
   ways, to the glory of your holy Name.  Amen. 

 P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for us and for his sake, forgives us all  
   our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ and by his  
   authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins and call you  
   to new life as witnesses to the Way, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and  
   of the Holy Spirit.    
 C:  Amen. 

P:  Heavenly Father, you are always present in the midst of our need.  Aid all those in need of
     your healing presence and support, especially: those suffering directly and indirectly from 
    Covid-19; those afflicted by natural catastrophes, those overwhelmed by violence and 
    afflicted by hatred, those serving to administer security and safety during these uncertain 
    times, those on our prayer list, our shut ins and all those we now mention aloud and in 
    our hearts….  Lord in your mercy,             
C:  hear our prayer. 

P: Eternal Lord, we thank you for the witness of John the Baptist who prepared the way in us 
  for your Son, that the darkness of these days might give way to his victorious light.  Guide 
  us in the way of Christ until we join with him and all the saints in the final victory.  Lord, 
  in you mercy,            
C: hear our prayer. 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy,  
  through your Son, Jesus our Lord.    
C: Amen. 

 P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.                
 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be   
   done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our   
   trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,   
   but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever   
   and ever. Amen. 

 BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious   
   to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: Amen 

DISMISSAL 

 P: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 C: Thanks be to God.  

 

IF YOU ARE VISITING US THIS SUNDAY, WE HOPE THAT YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED IN OUR LORD THROUGH 
OUR WORSHIP AND WITNESS. IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT OUR FAMILY OF FAITH OR ARE INTERESTED 

IN JOINING US, PLEASE CONTACT PASTOR AT 466-6061 OR AT pastor.book@zlcboalsburg.org 

NEXT WEEK’S TEXTS:                                                                                            
ISAIAH 7:10-14     HEBREWS 10:4-10     LUKE 1:26-38 

PLEASE SUBMIT PRAYER REQUESTS TO THE CHURCH OFFICE BY PHONE OR BY EMAIL AT 
<CHURCHOFFICE@ZLCBIALSBURG.ORG>  PLEASE INCLUDE THE NAME OF THE PERSON, THEIR NEED, YOUR 

NAME, PHONE NUMBER, AND YOUR RELATIONSHIP TO THEM.   

 

 



P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit   
   be with you all.  
 C: And also with you.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 P: Let us pray... Almighty God, you called John the Baptist to give witness to the coming of your 
   Son and to prepare His Way.  Grant to your people the wisdom to see your purpose and  
   the openness to hear your will, that we too may be witness to Christ’s coming and so   
   prepare His Way; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you  
   and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.        
 C: Amen.   

FIRST LESSON MALACHI 3:1-4 

PSALM 141 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND LESSON ACTS 13:13-26 

 P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 1st chapter.  
 C:  Glory to you, O Lord.   

*THE GOSPEL LUKE 1: 5-25 

 P: The Gospel of the Lord.  
 C: Praise to you, O Christ    

SERMON 

 PROFESSION OF FAITH  

 C: I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the   
    Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-  
    fied, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He   
    ascended into  heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come   
    again to judge the living and the dead.     
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the   
    forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 THE OFFERING IS RECOGNIZED  

 Monetary offerings may be given through automatic withdrawal, mail,                                                          
or by placing your envelope in one of the offering boxes before or after the service.                                        

This time is still being recognized in the liturgy as an important opportunity for you to consider                           
how you present yourself to God as an instrument to be used as a member of Christ’s Body.   

 THE PRAYERS   

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their 
  needs. 

P: Eternal God, as your Son came into the world to Mary as a child, so we await his coming 
     again to reign over all.  Help us to heed the call of John the Baptist for humble repentance 
     and a renewed obedience that we may prepare for that glorious day and until then, may 
     your Spirit empower us in lives full of your grace and holiness.  Lord, in your mercy,        
C: hear our prayer. 

P: Almighty God, in like fashion to John, you have called your Church to proclaim a word that 
  gives all people a sure knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins.  Empower 
  your people by the Holy Spirit, that we might point others to Christ and serve our Lord in 
  holiness and righteousness all the days of our lives. Lord, in your mercy,   
C: hear our prayer. 

P: Heavenly Father, in the miraculous birth’s of John and our Lord Jesus, you broke into the  
  routine of this world with unimaginable grace, love and hope.  Prepare our hearts to  
  receive with trusting obedience your word of reforming grace, that our lives might shine 
  brightly with the new life of Christ’s glorious reign.  Lord, in your mercy,                 
C: hear our prayer. 

P: Saving Lord, the holiday celebrations of this week serve to remind us of all the blessings 
      we have received by your love.  We offer our thanks to you and pray that our celebrations, 
      however they may be constrained by Covid, might be abundant in gratitude and a trust in 
      your will to deliver and bless us far beyond our expectations. Lord, in your mercy,            
C: hear our prayer. 

O LORD, I call upon you; hasten to me! 
 Give ear to my voice when I call to you! 
  2 Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, 
    and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice  
3 Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth; 
  keep watch over the door of my lips! 
  4 Do not let my heart incline to any evil, to busy myself with wicked deeds 
   in company with men who work iniquity, and let me not eat of their delicacies!  
5 Let a righteous man strike me—it is a kindness; let him rebuke me—it is oil for my head;  
  let my head not refuse it. Yet my prayer is continually against their evil deeds. 
  6 When their judges are thrown over the cliff,[a] 
      then they shall hear my words, for they are pleasant. 
7 As when one plows and breaks up the earth, 
  so shall our bones be scattered at the mouth of Sheol  
  8 But my eyes are toward you, O GOD, my Lord; 
      in you I seek refuge; leave me not defenseless![c] 
9 Keep me from the trap that they have laid for me 
  and from the snares of evildoers! 
  10 Let the wicked fall into their own nets, while I pass by safely  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+141&version=ESV#fen-ESV-16283a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+141&version=ESV#fen-ESV-16285c


PLEASE RESPECT ALL SOCIAL DISTANCING PROTOCOLS & WEAR YOUR MASKS TO AND FROM YOUR CIRCLE. 
MASKS ARE AVAILABLE FROM USHERS IF YOU FORGOT YOURS.   

PLEASE ONLY SIT IN A DESIGNATED CIRCLE AND ONLY ONE HOUSEHOLD SHOULD SIT WITHIN ANY CIRCLE. 
 

 INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE ATTENDING WORSHIP IN THEIR CARS ARE ASKED TO WEAR MASKS WHILE INTER-

ACTING WITH THE USHERS OR OTHERS BUT MAY OBVIOUSLY REMOVE THEIR MASKS WHILE IN THEIR CARS. 
 

    Please remember, the ability for our brothers and sisters to make an informed and accurate decision to 
attend this service is contingent upon everyone’s willingness to observe the expectations and guidelines 
concerning wearing masks and maintaining social distancing that are outlined above.  While certain indi-
viduals may not feel the personal need to maintain these precautions, the ability of others to attend under 
conditions that feel safe to them makes it necessary for all to conform.   
 
 

      

Our Congregational Prayer List…. 

Norm & Julie Azinger (brother and sister in law of Jayne Olmstead) - recovering from Covid-19 

Ron Buckalew (father of Dana Zuhlke) - multiple health issues 

Ben Campanis (nephew of Gig Yocum and Deb Eckess) treatment for thyroid tumor 

Beverly & Frank Carpenter (Rita Carpenter’s parents) cancer and other complications 

Lisa Carpenter (cousin of Rita Carpenter) Multiple Sclerosisa 

Doug DeMark (friend of Carola Rohrbaugh) - in need of a kidney transplant 

Tom Dutrow (friend of Ramona Book) Brain Cancer 

Lia Florio - wisdom for how to proceed with BPAN diagnosis; find a cure 

Britt Fought (Dotti Zembower’s brother)- multiple health issues 

Katie Fox (Daughter of Doreen Diehl’s best friend) - aggressive & rare cancer 

Dueressa Hassinger (cousin of Pat Morgan) – had a massive stroke  

Karen Hirsch - recovering from leg surgery 

Nancy Horner - (Sue Renaud’s sister) multiple health issues 

Family and Friends of Nancy Keller/Lucabaugh 

Mel Krone- (Deb Waltz Cousin) hospitalized with Covid pneumonia 

Matt Lamb - (colleague and friend of Pastor Book) - in treatment for  leukemia  

Ed Lash - Recovering from an appendicitis and stroke 

Fred Loomis (former Zion member) - battling type II pancreatic cancer  

Bill Metzel - continued health difficulties 

Joyce Mills (daughter of Joan Kormanic) - Covid 19 

Rycen Musser (family friend of the Dale Family) 6 year old battling leukemia 

Terry Noll - (uncle of Melanie Komlenic) septic arthritis & chronic illness 

Jayne Olmstead - recovering from infection and fall 

Winnie Smith - health issues  

Doris Spackman - recovering from leg surgery 

Ronald Stahl (Rod Stahl’s father) - health issues 

Pat Stone (uncle of Dorothea Stahl) heart issues and melanoma 

Jonathan Sweeney (grandson of Helen Rhodes) - spinal muscular atrophy 

Will Wertman (uncle of Pastor) - recovering from a stroke 

Gig Yocum - recovering from a fall 
 

 

Join us each Thursday evening for a special Advent Evening Prayer and reflection 
on our Website and facebook page (7pm). 

 

 

Malachi 3:1-4  “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is 
coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he ap-
pears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he 
will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness 
to the LORD. 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and 
as in former years.  
 

Acts 13:14-26  14 (Paul and his companions) went on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia. And on the 
Sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down. 15 After the reading from the Law and the Proph-
ets, the rulers of the synagogue sent a message to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any word of encourage-
ment for the people, say it.” 16 So Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said: “Men of Israel and you who 
fear God, listen. 17 The God of this people Israel chose our fathers and made the people great during their stay 
in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out of it. 18 And for about forty years he put up with
[a] them in the wilderness. 19 And after destroying seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them their land 
as an inheritance. 20 All this took about 450 years. And after that he gave them judges until Samuel the proph-
et. 21 Then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for 
forty years. 22 And when he had removed him, he raised up David to be their king, of whom he testified and 
said, ‘I have found in David the son of Jesse a man after my heart, who will do all my will.’ 23 Of this man's 
offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised. 24 Before his coming, John had pro-
claimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. 25 And as John was finishing his course, he said, 
‘What do you suppose that I am? I am not he. No, but behold, after me one is coming, the sandals of whose 
feet I am not worthy to untie.’ 26 “Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear 
God, to us has been sent the message of this salvation. 
 

Luke 1:5-25  5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah,[a] of the division of Abi-
jah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 And they were 
both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the Lord. 7 But they 
had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years. 
 8 Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, 9 according to the custom 
of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And the whole 
multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. 11 And there appeared to him an angel of 
the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 12 And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, 
and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been 
heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14 And you will have joy 
and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink 
wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb. 16 And he will 
turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and he will go before him in the spirit and power 
of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to 
make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” 
 18 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in 
years.” 19 And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to 
you and to bring you this good news. 20 And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that 
these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.” 21 And the 
people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in the temple. 22 And when he came 
out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the temple. And he kept 
making signs to them and remained mute. 23 And when his time of service was ended, he went to his home. 
 24 After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept herself hidden, say-
ing, 25 “Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to take away my reproach among 
people.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+13%3A13-26&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27368a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A5-25&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24890a

