
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH  
OUTDOOR WORSHIP 

9/13/2020 

*GREETING 

 P: We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C:  Amen. 

*THE PEACE IS SHARED 

 P: May the peace of the Lord be with you all.  
 C: And also with you.    
      (There will be no physical sign of the peace, but from within our circles we extend God’s grace.) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets  
   are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that  
   we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ  
   our Lord.  
 C: Amen. 

 P: If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  But if we  
   confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from  
   all unrighteousness.        (We silently reflect and confess our sins to God.)  

 P: Most Merciful God,  
 C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned  
   against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have  
   left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our  
   neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
   Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your  
   ways, to the glory of your holy Name.  Amen. 

 P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for us and for his sake, forgives us all  
   our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ and by his  
   authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins and call you  
   to new life as faithful disciples of Christ, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and  
   of the Holy Spirit.    
 C:  Amen. 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
   be with you all.  
 C: And also with you.  

A: Eternal Lord, we thank you for all those who have forsaken the world cycle of retribution and 

  instead sought the grace and peace of your Son’s Reign. Keep us faithful in forgiveness and 

  brave in our discipleship until we join with your Son and all the saints at the great feast to 

  come Lord, in your mercy,             
C: hear our prayer. 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy,  
  through your Son, Jesus our Lord.    
C: Amen. 

 P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.                
 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be   
   done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our   
   trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,   
   but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever   
   and ever. Amen. 

 BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious   
   to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: Amen 

*DISMISSAL 

 A: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 C: Thanks be to God.  

 

IF YOU ARE VISITING US THIS SUNDAY, WE HOPE THAT YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED IN OUR LORD THROUGH 
OUR WORSHIP AND WITNESS. IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT OUR FAMILY OF FAITH OR ARE INTERESTED 

IN JOINING US, PLEASE CONTACT PASTOR AT 466-6061 OR AT pastor.book@zlcboalsburg.org 

NEXT WEEK’S TEXTS:  JONAH 3:10-4:11   PHILLIPIANS 1:21-30   MATTHEW 20:1-16 

PLEASE RESPECT ALL SOCIAL DISTANCING PROTOCOLS AND BE SURE TO WEAR YOUR MASKS TO AND FROM 
YOUR CIRCLE. MASKS ARE AVAILABLE FROM USHERS IF YOU FORGOT YOURS.  

PLEASE SUBMIT PRAYER REQUESTS TO THE CHURCH OFFICE BY PHONE OR BY EMAIL AT 
<CHURCHOFFICE@ZLCBIALSBURG.ORG>  PLEASE INCLUDE THE NAME OF THE PERSON, THEIR NEED, YOUR 

NAME, PHONE NUMBER, AND YOUR RELATIONSHIP TO THEM.   

Our Outdoor Service will be at 10:15AM throughout the month of September .                       
While 10:15 is our normal fall worship time, we will continue to evaluate thw best tim efor us to 

gather as Fall continues to arrive.  Thankyou for your patience and flexibility! 

 

 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 P: Let us pray... Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.    
   Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in   
   doing your will, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.         
 C: Amen.   

FIRST LESSON GENESIS 50:15-21 

PSALM 103:1-13 

SECOND LESSON ROMANS 14:1-12 

 P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 18th chapter.  
 C:  Glory to you, O Lord.   

*THE GOSPEL MATTHEW 18:21-35 

 P: The Gospel of the Lord.  
 C: Praise to you, O Christ    

SERMON 

PROFESSION OF FAITH  

 C: I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the   
    Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-  
    fied, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He   
    ascended into  heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come   
    again to judge the living and the dead.     
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the   
    forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

THE OFFERING IS RECOGNIZED  

 Monetary offerings may be given through automatic withdrawal, mail,                                                          
or by placing your envelope in one of the offering boxes before or after the service.                                        

This time is still being recognized in the liturgy as an important opportunity for you to consider                           
how you present yourself to God as an instrument to be used as a member of Christ’s Body.   

 THE PRAYERS   

A: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their 
 needs. 

A: Heavenly Lord, you gather people of all nations under the humble rule of your Son who came 
     not to be served but to serve.  Guide those in authority throughout the world to utilize 
     their power and position with compassion for their people, wisdom in their policies, and a 
     desire for peace.  Lord, in your mercy,            
C: hear our prayer. 

A: Almighty God, we gather as your people in order to offer ourselves in faithful praise and  

  humble service.  Keep us from making our traditions and piety barriers between different 

  expressions of your Church. Instead help us to grow in unity as we give thanks for the  

  diversity of your people’s worship. Lord, in your mercy,   
C: hear our prayer. 

A: Saving Lord, by your grace you have called us to be your servants despite our sin.  Make us a 

  people who receive your grace with humble repentance, forgiving those who wrong us with 

  the same merciful and loving Spirit that your Son has showed us.  Lord, in your mercy,     
C: hear our prayer. 

A:  Heavenly Father, you are always present in the midst of our need.  Aid all those in need of
     your healing presence and support, especially: those suffering directly and indirectly from 
    Covid-19; those afflicted by natural catastrophes like the fires and heat wave out west, 
    those overwhelmed by violence and afflicted by hatred, those serving to administer  
    security and safety during these uncertain times, our shut ins and all those we now 
    mention aloud and in our hearts….  Lord in your mercy,              
C:  hear our prayer. 

1 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
 2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits 

3 who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, 
 4 who redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 

5 who satisfies you with good as long as you live                                    

 so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.     
  6 The LORD works vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. 

7 He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel.   
 8 The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

9 He will not always accuse, nor will he keep his anger forever. 
 10 He does not deal with us according to our sins,        
   nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

11 For as the heavens are high above the earth,                  
 so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
  12 as far as the east is from the west, so far he removes our transgressions from us. 

13 As a father has compassion for his children, 
  so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him.  



Genesis 50:15-21 
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph's brothers said, "What if Joseph still bears a grudge against 

us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?" So they approached Joseph, saying, "Your 
father gave this instruction before he died, `Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and 
the wrong they did in harming you.' Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of 
your father." Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and 
said, "We are here as your slaves." But Joseph said to them, "Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 
Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous 
people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones." In this way 
he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.  

 
Romans 14:1-12 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some be-
lieve in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who 
abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 
Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. 
And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully 
convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who 
eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of 
the Lord and give thanks to God. 

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, 
we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ 
died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sis-
ter? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, "As I live, says the Lord, every 
knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God."  

So then, each of us will be accountable to God.  
 

Matthew 18:21-35 
Peter came and said to Jesus, "Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should 

I forgive? As many as seven times?" Jesus said to him, "Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
"For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with 

his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 
and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his 
possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, `Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you everything.' And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave 
him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hun-
dred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, `Pay what you owe.' Then his fellow slave fell down and 
pleaded with him, `Have patience with me, and I will pay you.' But he refused; then he went and threw him 
into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him 
and said to him, `You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you 
not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?' And in anger his lord handed him over to 
be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if 
you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart." 

PLEASE RESPECT ALL SOCIAL DISTANCING PROTOCOLS  
AND BE SURE TO WEAR YOUR MASKS TO AND FROM YOUR CIRCLE. 

MASKS ARE AVAILABLE FROM USHERS IF YOU FORGOT YOURS.   
PLEASE ONLY SIT IN A DESIGNATED CIRCLE AND ONLY ONE HOUSEHOLD SHOULD SIT WITHIN ANY CIRCLE. 

 
    Please remember, the ability for our brothers and sisters to make an informed and accurate decision to 
attend this service is contingent upon everyone’s willingness to observe the expectations and guidelines 
concerning wearing masks and maintaining social distancing that are outlined above.  While certain indi-
viduals may not feel the personal need to maintain these precautions, the ability of others to attend under 
conditions that feel safe to them makes it necessary for all to conform.   
 
    Again, we need to maintain a safe place for our most vulnerable. Everyone who participates should be 
able to trust that the conditions we state will be present are being kept.  I am sure that our Christian de-
sire to empower others to gather with us for worship, our humble willingness to sacrificially serve, and 
our earnest desire to love and protect the most vulnerable among us will enable us to create a safe place 
where adherence to these rules is not a burden we need bear, but rather a blessing we can offer.  If you 
have particular concerns please call or email me at <pastor.book@zlcboalsburg.org>.   
 
   Join us each Thursday for our new Bible Study at 7pm via Zoom.  We have just begun a study of the 
letter of James.  If you are interested in joining us, please let Pastor know via email at 
<pastor.book@zlcboalsburg.org> and you will be sent the link.  
      
Our Congregational Prayer List…. 

Joyce Briggs (mother of Bill Furman) - breast cancer 

Ron Buckalew (father of Dana Zuhlke) - multiple health issues 

Ben Campanis (nephew of Gig Yocum and Deb Eckess) treatment for thyroid tumor 

Beverly & Frank Carpenter (Rita Carpenter’s parents) cancer and other complications 

Lisa Carpenter (cousin of Rita Carpenter) Multiple Sclerosisa 

Fred Dale  - Lung issues 

Doug DeMark (friend of Carola Rohrbaugh) - in need of a kidney transplant 

Lia Florio - wisdom for how to proceed with BPAN diagnosis; find a cure 

Britt Fought (Dotti Zembower’s brother)- multiple health issues 

Ken Heimback (brother-in-law of Bud & Pat Morgan) colon & prostrate cancer 

Louise Horner - lIn Hospice with cancer 

Nancy Horner - (Sue Renaud’s sister) multiple health issues 

Fred Loomis (former Zion member) - battling type II pancreatic cancer  

Rycen Musser (family friend of the Dale Family) 6 year old battling leukemia 

Ron and Pauline Cox upon the death of her sister Sara 

Winnie Smith - health issues  

Ronald Stahl (Rod Stahl’s father) - health issues 

Pat Stone (uncle of Dorothea Stahl) heart issues and melanoma 

Jonathan Sweeney (grandson of Helen Rhodes) - spinal muscular atrophy 

Duane Watkeys and family upon the death of his father, Dean   

Scott Yocum - continued recovery from extended hospitalization 


